CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

which need have led to any radical change in
Chinese institutions or ideas. But the con-
ditions are now rapidly changing The new
enterprise, especially of Germans and Japanese,
is sending bagmen acquainted with the lan-
guage all over the interior of China. Oil and
cigarettes are the pioneers of this commercial
invasion. The skin-disease of advertisement
is beginning to disfigure the face of the country,
and Gciman art nowoeau appears in the stations
of the railway from Tsman-fu to Pekin. The
gnp of the West has begun to close, and \vill
more and more be felt in the general dissemina-
tion of ugliness, meanness, and insincerity
throughout the empire.

More important, however, I think, than
commercial enterprise in disturbing the secu-
lar tradition of China has been missionary
activity. I did not, indeed, gather, and I
do not believe, that China is in process of
Chnstianisation or Mill ever be Christianised,
though I have met Chinese Christians and,
I think, sincere ones. But the missionaries
have been the pioneers of western education,
and it is western education that has made the
revolution. All the new leaders have been
educated, first at missionary schools and
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